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Dear Teacher:

This is your final issue of YO U N G

EX P LO R E R for the 2006-2007 sch oo l
ye a r. We’ve en j oyed ex p l oring wi t h
you and your stu dents this ye a r,
and we hope that YO U N G

EX P LO R E R has become a key
com pon ent of your curri c u lu m .

Now that su m m er is aro u n d
the corn er, m a ny people are
making travel plans—wh et h er
t h ey ’re heading to a nati onal park or a nearby
a t tracti on . So we figured what bet ter time to introdu ce ch i l d ren
to maps and the many ways in wh i ch maps help us to ex p l ore
the world around us?

Our issue begins with a poem that looks at maps and how
t h ey help us to find our way from one place to the nex t . Th en
we take ch i l d ren on a trip to the Na ti onal Zoo. Here , ch i l d ren
n avi ga te a zoo map to visit flamingo s , t a m a ri n s , and more .
F i n a lly, ch i l d ren set sail for China in the story “ Panda Place ,” a
tale abo ut giant pandas and the mountains in wh i ch they live .

We look forw a rd to seeing you next fall . Un til then , everyon e
at YO U N G EX P LO R E R wishes you a happy and re s tful su m m er.

Si n cerely yo u rs ,

Francis Down ey
Vi ce Pre s i dent and Pu bl i s h er

VISIT THE ZOO

Curriculum Connections
Reading • Science • Social Studies •
Wr i t i n g

Standards Correlations:  Language Art s
• Phonemic awareness
• Rhyming/non-rhyming words
• Simple sentences
• Vo c a b u l a ry development 

through reading

Standards Correlations: Science
• A n i m a l s
• Animal habitats

Standards Correlations: Social Studies
• M a p s
• P l a c e s

Literacy Skills
• Phonics: c, f, p, t, z sounds  
• Reading poetry
• Nonfiction text features: labels, maps,

s y m b o l s

Have a great summer!

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC YOUNG EXPLORER

will begin an exciting new year in
September.

This Issue

Sept.   Oct.   Nov./ Dec.   Jan./Feb.   Mar.   Apr.   May

Next Issue

Answer Key

What Rhymes? • Teacher’s Guide,p. 4
cat, two, tap

Who Am I? • Teacher’s Guide,p. 5
neck - giraffe, stripes - zebra, cat -
cheetah

Add It Up! • Teacher’s Guide,p. 7

3, 4, 5, 6

Dear Parent:

Welcome to the last issue of NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC YOUNG

EXPLORER for the current school year.  This month, we hit
the road as we introduce children to maps.

Our first story takes children on a trip to
the National Zoo. Here, children navigate a
zoo map as they travel between exhibits,
visiting cheetahs, flamingos, and more.
The journey doesn’t end at the zoo. With
our second story, children trek halfway
around the world to China, home of the
giant panda. Here, children learn about
this charismatic critter and the environment
in which it lives.

You might want to begin by asking your child what he or
she already knows about maps. Then you and your child
can read the stories and explore together.

Have fun exploring!

Francis Downey
Vice President and Publisher
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